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printers.org.
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FLAAR, via  www.wide-format-printers.NET.
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Introduction
I have enjoyed attending the Sign Africa printer expo every year now for several years. There are several nice 
things about this exposition: the weather is pleasant, people are hospitable, and there is no needless compe-
tition with rival expos (which in too many other countries wears everyone down; a no-win situation). Plus Sign 
Africa is the most important regional printer and signage trade show in the south half of Africa.

So Sign Africa is definitely the trade show to attend to learn about the market reality in this part of the world.

I will start this report by showing the exhibits and products which most caught my attention this year.

View of the center of Sandton city sector of Johannesburg.
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Most interesting product:
The bathtubs created by thermo forming really caught my attention because In past years most ther-
mo-formed inks could handle only two to four centimeters, at most 12 cm. Now in 2012 you can get 
a new ink chemistry which allows bathtub sized thermo-formed objects (including signage, though 
the bathtub is a product not a sign per se).

South Africa is actually the home to several ink factories, one of which evidently has developed this 
remarkable ink. I have never seen anything like this exhibited outside South Africa (as deep as a bath-
tub).

Now you see why I travel about 490,000 kilometers a year to as  many diverse printer expos as pos-
sible. The result is that you can learn more from the FLAAR Reports than from any commercial PR 
agency (we are a research institute).
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Thermo formed bathrubs at OCE booth.
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My favorite printer print quality:
SUV (Solvent UV) by Mimaki is a luscious ink (though still not a fully finished product).

Mimaki JV400-160 SUV at Mimaki booth.

Mimaki JV400-160 SUV is a interesting printer exhibited on Sign Africa 2012.
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Most color POP for POS signage: Seiko ColorPainter.
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The top view of Seiko ColorPainter W-64S.

Seiko ColorPainter H-104S solvent printer at Seiko Infotech booth.
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Nice textile color:
I thank Eco Alpine Media for printing samples of FLAAR photographs on their current-generation Agfa Aqua-
Jet printer.

I thank GSW for printing samples of FLAAR photographs on a Mimaki textile printer.

FLAAR is doing more evaluations of wide-format and grand-format inkjet textile printers. One month after 
Sign Africa we evaluated the ATPColor grand-format direct-to-fabric textile printers in Milano, Italy.
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AGFA :Jeti AquaJet textile printer.

FLAAR photos for MOBOT printed by Mimaki JV33-160.
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Best individual booth features inside:
Re-board + GSW booth with samples submitted for a contest.
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Re board honeycomb GSW booth at Sign Africa 2012. Re board partner samples.
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Best booth design:
Here is the booth with a use of color which is really effective.

There is an entire separate 
FLAAR Report on “How to 
design a bad booth (how to 
design a booth so that most 
attendees don’t enter)”  This 
report also shows all the well-
designed booths too.
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Digifab booth at Sign Africa 2012.
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Busy Booth Recognition:
Many booths had good circulation of attendees, but several stood out. I show three 
here. Midcomp, GSW, and Antalis South Africa. A few other booths were so dark I 
could not see much of how many people were visiting.

GSW had two separate booths; one for Mimaki. Here you could see a steady flow of 
visitors.

Since crowds of people blurred when everyone was in the booth, I tended to go 
before the expo opened when only the staff was in the booth, or just a few seconds 
after the expo opened (when only a few people were in the booth). So you will notice 
in these particular photos there are no people because otherwise you could not see 
the booth!
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Graphix Supply World has a very busy booth.

Midcomp booth at Sign Africa 2012.
Antalis booth with staff.
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Best Cut-out in a booth:

Midcomp had several nice cut-out projects (more than just the model in the corner, 
seen here). 
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Many people visited the Midcomp booth. Sample tables exhibited at GSW booth.

The GSW booth also had a wide range of cut-outs of 
honeycomb sandwich board material. We saw these 
on an earlier page and see more here.
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Ricoh car USB memory sticks.

Ricoh booth at Sign Africa 2012.

Most Useful Handout at a booth

The Ricoh booth had a USB stick 
which was a cure miniature car. 
When you plug this car-USB stick 
into your computer, the lights of 
the car flash when it is download-
ing or uploading files.

I give these as presents to the 
many hard-working staff at FLAAR 
Reports, so I sincerely thank the 
folks at Ricoh for providing a set 
for one of our FLAAR teams back 
at our office in Guatemala.

Ricoh had a nice booth design 
which we will picture in our sepa-
rate Good Booth vs Bad Booth 
design PDF.
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What does FLAAR do at a trade show?
We enjoy meeting with distributors in the expo. We also sometimes inquire what kinds 
of products are they interested in (since we at FLAAR attend all the major Chinese expos 
and of course SGIA, ISA sign expo, and also throughout Europe and the Middle East).

We also speak with printshop owners, to ask what products are they looking for.

At every expo around the globe total strangers come up to introduce themselves and to 
say how much they appreciate the availability of the FLAAR Reports.

Our main research is to note what is exhibited. There is no other company or institute or 
any one single resource in the world who keeps track of what is being exhibited around 
the world each year. Our records of trade shows since circa 1999 is unique in the world.

At Sign Africa 2012, our notes and photographs were to document the following:  

Each of these reports can be ordered by writing FrontDesk@FLAAR.org and asking to be in-
voiced. If you order more than one subject then both subjects are discounted. The more topics 
you order, the larger the discount.

FLAAR staff at APPPEXPO 2012.

Dr. Nicholas with FLAAR staff attended ISA 2012.
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http://FrontDesk@FLAAR.org
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A trade show represents considerable effort
Since it took almost three hours to handle the airport situation at O R Tambo I did not 
attempt to fly out the same evening as the expo closed. Leaving at rush hour to an air-
port anywhere in the world is also not a clever idea. So I left the next day, which meant 
that I got to witness take-down day (taking down the booths).

Organizing a trade show is a huge amount of work by the expo team and then hun-
dreds and hundreds of workers (booth-builders). But then all this has to be totally taken 
down and removed!

I show these photographs since not many attendees have seen what it takes to stage 
one of these expositions.
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Taking down the booths of SIgn Africa expo: here you can see the GSW booth.

Assembling the booths is hard work.
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Venue
Most trade shows are in large outdoor halls. To get from one hall to another you may 
have to hike a long distance: Drupa in Düsseldorf or Photokina in Cologne; or even 
longer distances at CES in Las Vegas.

Sign Africa is, so far, the only major expo which is in a downtown area: this means there 
is not always space for widely spread-out halls (the Atlanta Convention Center, Javits 
trade show center in New York, or the trade show area in San Francisco are exceptions). 
Here in Johannesburg the expo halls are in a tall building. The halls are stacked on top 
of each other. So you go up and down escalators (or elevator) to get between the two 
halls.

I go up and down between the halls every few hours; but after several years here I am 
used to the layout. For a first-time visitor it’s a bit confusing on the first visit.

It is easier to photograph the lower level because there is a mezzanine overlooking the lower level. 
The restaurant and organizers’ offices are on this mezzanine level.
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Exhibition one on main level.

From restaurant looking down on lower hall Graphtec.
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I was originally scheduled to present two lectures: one on metallic effects; and a second on 
inkjet ink in general. Here are the two abstracts:

Lecture program

(knowing) INK is the secret for Success

Dr Nicholas Hellmuth
www.FLAAR-Reports.org

Whether printing signage or décor….
Whether printing roll to roll or flatbed…
it is the ink which is more important than the brand of printer!

This FLAAR Reports lecture brings you the knowledge of having traveled over 460,000 
kilometers around the world multiple times last year alone, inspecting ink labs in Europe, 
USA, China, Taiwan, and Korea.

What is the reality of latex vs resin?
What is the truth of latex vs eco-solvent
Are any inks better than UV-cured! What about SUV of Mimaki?
What about dual-pbase UV-cured yet water-based textile inks?

We will discuss every innovative, unusual, and exciting wide-format printer ink we have 
found in the last two years, so YOU and your printing business have a better chance to 
beat your competition.

Plus, we will provide some discrete tips on which new inks (and new printers) will appear 
in printers by Roland, Seiko, Mutoh, since Mimaki already has “SUV” and ”Mimaki latex”

Metallic Effects
Metallic Inks
Metallic Coatings
Metallic (printable) Substrates

A printshop understandably wants to offer their clients an effect that the competing print-
shops can’t produce (lack of equipment, or lack of knowledge).

So this presentation introduces every way we can think of for your printshop to produce 
metallic effects: inks, coatings, or substrates.

GOLD, Silver, Bronze, Copper, Steel: or glitter!

Metallic effects can be used to customize products, it applications are many: labels, packag-
ing, point of purchase, banners, fine art reproduction, etc.; but also to non traditional mar-
kets like T-shirts and decals. 

Presented by
Dr Nicholas Hellmuth
www.FLAAR-Reports.org
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A Bankrupt American Airlines started a travel nightmare

Courtesy of American Airlines whose flight from Miami to JFK had engine problems, I 
missed my intended flight to Johannesburg.

Then, after flying back south to Atlanta to catch a backup flight on Delta, as I was 
boarding the flight to Joburg, they said an entire full blank page was required by South 
Africa immigration (since I travel over a quarter million miles a year, my passport is 
rather full). So I was told I had to get a new passport with blank pages or I could not 
enter South Africa. Wow, hard to believe they wish to attract tourists.

So, I was forced to get a new passport. How in the world do you get a passport in time 
to catch your next flight! 

I got the 52 page special edition (it took 7 hours to get this totally new passport; I could 
have just added new pages in my old passport, but it was due to expire in December, so 
made more sense to get an entirely new passport). So next day I returned to the airport 
and I showed 52 BLANK PAGES to the immigration authorities. But all this needless stu-
pidity meant I missed the first day’s lecture program. However I was able to deliver my 
second lecture the second day.

This missed lecture will be issued as a special FLAAR Report. The second lecture, on me-
tallic effects (metallic ink, metallic substrates, and metallic glitter via coating or lamina-
tion) will also be issued as a special FLAAR Report. Both will be updated and issued as 
future articles in Practical Publishing magazine in South Africa. For example, there was 
a metallic ink printer at Sign Africa; we will show this printer in the FLAAR Report and 
article.

As additional entertainment (in addition to airplane breakdowns, the need to get an 
entire new passport on the spur of the moment) the airlines also lost all my baggage: I 
am now back in USA after the entire trip, and my baggage is still flying back and forth 
across the Atlantic.

As I was boarding my flight 
from Joburg back to JFK, the 
baggage office telephoned 
to say my bags had arrived 
at Joburg…. (after five days 
transit from my office in 
Guatemala). There was no 
time to put them on my 
flight, so as I write this (at 
the JFK airport, in the Delta 
Sky Club business lounge), 
my bags are still wandering 
around somewhere.

When I was in the taxi from 
the St Louis airport to my 
office nearby, I got a phone 
call saying that my baggage 
arrived at my office 10 min-
utes before I did (after the 
baggage had been lost for 
an entire week).
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Lecture schedule poster.
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Travel Information
There is a separate FLAAR Report on every city which has a major printer related expo-
sition. You can order the report on Johannesburg and Sign Africa travel information by 
asking FrontDesk@FLAAR.org to invoice you.
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South Africa city.

http://FrontDesk@FLAAR.org
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Hotels

I stay at the Garden Court Sandton Convention Center. This is one block from the convention center. Actually Sign Africa is on the same block, so walking time is about 3 minutes.
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The Garden Court Sandton Convention Center entrance.
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Visiting South Africa
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Sandton City Shopping centre building.

There are several malls within the same downtown area as the expo center. So you can shop as much 
as you like without being more than two blocks away from the expo center or your hotel.

The Sandton area of Johannesburg has a reputation for being safe. It is definitely 
probably safer than downtown Atlanta!.
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A Safari while you are in South Africa
After being in South Africa about five times I have still not been on any safari. I see more 
African animals in Guatemala! (at AutoSafari Chapin, where we do botanical and zoological 
research on indigenous Mesoamerican species, which are available in this open air zoo in 
addition to all the African animals).

But since I come to an expo as work, not as a vacation, so far I have not experienced a Safari. Plus 
they are very expensive. But if you want to experience what you have seen in so many movies (and 
in Lion King), you definitely should consider a safari if you come to attend Sign Africa a future year.African panthera lion.

African hippo.
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