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This report has been licensed to Shanghai Modern International Exhibition Co., 

to distribute, since they are the organizers of APPPEXPO (Advertising, Print, Pack 

& Paper Expo), Shanghai. But this report has not been licensed to any printer 

manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP company, media or ink company to 

distribute. So if you obtained this from any company, other than APPPEXPO, you 

have a pirated copy.

Also, since this report is frequently updated, if you got your version from 

somewhere else, it may be an obsolete edition. FLAAR reports are being updated all 

year long, and our comment on that product may have been revised positively or 

negatively as we learned more about the product form end users.

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the complete report with nothing 

erased or changed, and hence a report with all the original description of pros and 

cons, please obtain your original and full report straight from:

www.large-format-printers.org.
www.apppexpo.com

Your only assurance that you have a complete and authentic evaluation which 

describes all aspects of the product under consideration, benefits as well as 

deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly from FLAAR, via www.wide-format-

printers.NET.
Copyright 2013

Trade Show

Please Note

Aluminum Composite Material

During APPPEXPO signage trade show you can usually expect about two hundred companies with booths featuring 
the display of substrates: either rigid and/or flexible materials for digital inkjet printing. Ten of these companies are 
dedicated to the production of ACP (Aluminum Composite Panel) or ACM (Aluminum Composite Material). These 
materials can be used both for digital printing as well as architectural uses.

These companies are good resources since more and more signage (and interior décor) is being printed with flatbed 
printers. Even latex ink can print on thick rigid material (not yet for HP or Mimaki, but there is a third brand of “latex 
ink” printers which does print on thick flat material).

We have a general FLAAR Report on the media and substrates of APPPEXPO, plus two special reports, the present one 
showing the aluminum and a separate FLAAR Report showing the honeycomb sandwich board materials. The general 
report is a third and larger listing of traditional signage materials.

FLAAR is issuing this series of reports to help print shop owners and managers around the world expand their 
products beyond PVC vinyl and foamcore. If your print shop offers a wider range of products and solutions, you can 
grow your business.

Aluminum composite panels can be seen in some other expos as well; actually Sign Istanbul expo in Turkey had an 
impressive display of ACM both for signage and building siding.

This photo essay on aluminum substrate and panels is to assist in preparing for APPPEXPO 2013. These reports are a 
preview of the companies that are expected to exhibit at the 2013 show. The inclusion of a company or brand on this 
list does not guarantee that they will be present at the 2013 show. But during the five to six years that we have been 
attending printer expos in China, we have noticed that if one brand disappears, another two or three replace them. 

The purpose of this report is for you to have a general idea of what products and brands will be exhibiting at the 
largest wide-format printer exhibition in China.
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Alucobest 
(Shanghai Huayuan New Composite Materials) Aluontop 

(Jiangyin Hongmao Decoration Material)
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Aluwell 
(Jiangyin Huahong Alubond Metal Industrial)

Baiyun Jixiang Decorative Material 
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(Zhangjiagang Feiteng Aluminum Composite Panel)
Feiteng I-Bond 

(Jiangsu Pivot New Decorative Material)
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Mitsubishi Plastics 

FLAAR has been visiting APPPEXPO for over 5 years, since the expo has been growing, each year 
more members of the staff attend the show. In addition to learning from each booth, another ma-
jor advantage of the international nature of APPPEXPO is that you will meet the presidents and top 
managers of wide-format companies from around the world who come to Shanghai every July.

The FLAAR staff really enjoy the hospitality of the Chinese people. Actually most of us are struggling 
to learn at least basic Mandarin language. Plus Shanghai is a great place to visit.

To make an appointment for a meeting and consulting, or to ask for all this plus a 
Subscription to the FLAAR Reports, simply contact us: FrontDesk “at” FLAAR.org.

If it is more convenient to fly Dr. Hellmuth to your office (anywhere in the world) he is 
available (flew over 483,000 km last year, this is over a quarter of a million miles, each 
year). Increasingly we are providing in-person consulting at expos around the world.

Free Download
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To attend a Chinese expo be sure to first register with the expo as an attendee. Then make a 
hotel reservation and airplane reservation. These documents are needed for a Visa. Although we 
are not a travel agency, if you request consulting services we can in fact assist in helping with 
where to get the visa, hotel choices and locations, taxi in China: we have five years experience. 
Often Dr Nicholas is in China five to six times a year.

Assistance for traveling to the July printer expo in Shanghai
Here are all the topics 
which FLAAR is covering for Shanghai expo
We are issuing these reports about one new topic ever week, as lead-up to the July APPPEXPO 2013 expo.

FLAAR is a consultant to expos in China, Dubai, and Turkey. Since we are read by about a million people a year 
around the world, and since we don’t publish silly PR releases, our reports provide more impact (it helps that Dr 
Hellmuth has been a university professor for many years). Our interest is providing tips, ideas, and knowledge. 
We find that trade shows are essential to attend but there are simply too many. So we suggest which expos 
around the world we recommend. 

Be sure to continue attending your nearest expo in your home country. But if you are ready for an adventure in 
signage technology, expand your horizons by visiting the leading printer and signage expo in China: this July, in 
cosmopolitan Shanghai.

Our present reports (and for the recent five years) have focused on wide-format inkjet printer 
products and workflow. But for 2013 we will begin to discuss electronic digital signage as well.
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Every year the Shanghai New International Exhibition Center is the location for the APPPEXPO show. This Convention Center has 
17 exhibition halls, conference rooms, and business center. Here you can see a general view of the Shanghai New International 
Exhibition Center, and a map of the hall distribution.

Our present reports (and for the recent five years) have focused on wide-format inkjet printer products and workflow. But for 
2013 we will begin to discuss electronic digital signage as well.

www.apppexpo.comwww.ufi.org
info@ufi.org

adsign.enquiry@gmail.com

July 10th-13th , 2013


