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Lots of textile printers, plenty of UV-cured 
printers, after-market inks from Sam Ink, STS 
Inks and a dozen other brands. Flatbed cutters, 
laminators (not many coaters however). A good 
selection of media and substrates.

Four of us from FLAAR Reports enjoyed this 
expo. Plus we attended the well-planned Durst 
excursion to the BMW museum. We also enjoyed 
attending the efi VUTEk press event and lunch. 
But there is not enough time, even with a steam 
of four, to really learn from the printers, software, 

media and workflow equipment if we attend all 
the other press events.

My favorite product was the photo-book printing 
system in the Canon booth. This consists in the 
DreamLabo 5000 printer; the overall concept is 
labeled hdbook (High Definition book). Friendly 
hospitality in Canon booth; the managers took 
time to show me brochures on this system. 
FLAAR will inspect the actual equipment at 
Photokina expo in Cologne this autumn.
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Big Crowds at a successful 
FESPA Digital 2014 in 
Munich
During 15 years of reading PR by trade 
show organizers, it is clear they are very 
skilled at making shrinking audiences 
look like a great success. Every trick in 
the book is used, and wordsmithing is 
required.

This is why FLAAR does not quote or 
cite trade show press releases (90% 
of the reports we have seen elsewhere 
on FESPA are all simply the same PR 
release over and over again, in one web 
site after another).

But when we ourselves see big crowds, 
then when we also report large crowds it is a 
meaningful statement, and here they are, the 
actual physical mass of people waiting to enter. 
First-hand observation is more appropriate; 
merely repeating a cleverly packaged PR 
release is not really appropriate.

Big crowds the first day (and large crowds every 
morning). This view shows leaving the metro 
(U-Bahn) on the first morning. Most of these 
people are exhibitors and booth personnel. So 
the FESPA comments on favorable attendance 
at this expo (and happy exhibitors) is definitely 
true for this Munich venue.

Organizational aspects
I am spoiled by how Drupa has WELCOME 
signs at the airport. Not a peep at any airport 
or train station about most other expos 
whatsoever. Plus zilch free shuttle bus (again 
Drupa does have advantages, especially since 
Drupa is near its airport).

And in the past most German expos provided 
free local transportation. Surely FESPA could 
negotiate such local subway fair deals in 
exchange for bringing so much business to a 
city.

But FESPA did have a nice map of the expo 
halls. And the exhibitor list is easy to read. The 
major problem with all Chinese expos is that 
most Chinese companies have their home city 
as the first word of their company. So there are 
a hundred “Shanghai” companies and another 
hundred “Shenzhen” companies. This makes it 

a waste of time trying to find the actual brand. 
It would sure help if the functional brand name 
could be used in A to Z lists of Chinese expos.

Also, it is essential to list brands by A to Z, and 
NOT by position in the hall. The position you 
can find easily if the aisles are numbered A, 
B, C, etc, or 100, 200, 300 etc (which sadly 
none of these FESPA aisles were named). The 
lack of aisle designations made finding booths 
a waste of valuable time (sure, you could 
eventually locate a booth, but for an attendee, 
A Aisle the entire length of the expo hall; or 
Aisle 100’s, is 100-times better than clump-
splatter booth numbers.

However the FESPA lists (in the floor plan map 
handout, and in the main exhibitor catalog) 
were alphabetical by exhibitor, and this is 
definitely better than a list in sequence of booth 
number.
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Venue: 
the trade show area
The green area between Halls A and B there 
were beautiful flowers on all the trees. Some 
were rose-colored; others were white.

The city of Munich is safe; you can travel 
public transportation easily and safely (though 
pickpockets are more common in Europe than 
most people want to realize).

Here is a nice view of the pretty green area 
between Halls A and Halls B 

There was green and trees all around: very nice not to 
have solid concrete and asphalt everywhere.

There was a lake with water plants: reminded me of 
swamps here in Guatemala (but minus the crocodiles). 

Here are some photos of the cute ducks which live in 
the water.
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Venue: location of fairgrounds
It was easy to get to the expo grounds by Metro 
from most areas of the city (Subway, called 
U-Bahn auf Deutsch). About 30 minutes from 
main central train station.  

If you wanted to pay $300 and up per night, you 
could stay in the H2 or Ramada or other hotels 
within walking (or hiking) distance from the expo 
center.

Hotels in the city center were more reasonably 
priced than hotels in Duesseldorf during DRUPA. 

DRUPA hotels really gouge visitors and exhibitors 
(no wonder DRUPA wants the expo to last 14 
days; or even the excessive 11 days; the city is 
part stakeholder in the expo). 

Of course this is backfiring, since you can now 
get more UV-cured printers, more solvent, 
printers, more inks, and more media at 
APPPPEXPO in Shanghai, with hotels at half 
the cost as in DRUPA.  Plus the APPPEXPO is a 
convenient four days, not an excessive 11 days. 
 
DRUPA 2016 would be more popular for wide-
format inkjet exhibitors if it were, at most, 8 or 9 
days. Switching the DRUPA focus to 3D printers 

will not help very much; wide-format inkjet and 
digital presses (and lower hotel costs, and less 
than an unwanted 11 day stretch) is what will 
draw people to DRUPA.

We wish all printer expos to survive, prosper, 
and return to health. But some expo organizers 
make the opposite happen since they have other 
agendas (such as filling hotels in their patron city 
for 11 to 14 days).

Munich airport is rather far from the city. I am 
spoiled by the city where I live since we are only 
20 minutes from the airport (15 if no traffic).

Other trade shows around the 
world
Several years ago I really enjoyed visiting Madrid 
to attend VISCOM Madrid. But the VISCOM 
branding was very confusing. Was it VISCOM 
Madrid, VISCOM Spain, Sign Madrid, Sign 
Spain, or VISCOM Sign?

It is crucial to learn what factors cause the 
collapse of a brand, and what factors cause the 
demise of trade shows. Our interest in pointing 
out the iffy aspects of some expos is because 
we wish trade shows to be successful. But if an 
organizing committee and Board of Directors are 
all insiders, no one will dare tell the full painful 
truth. This is why FLAAR is now consultant to a 
growing number of expo organizers around the 
world.

Fortunately FESPA in Europe is doing well (now that it is no longer in London). FESPA should 
continue to do well in the coming years. I love the UK in general and London in particular, but I 
skipped IPEX after seeing how remote the London expo center was.
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Nanography was totally absent
At DRUPA 2012 the most talked-about event was the 
showmanship of Benny Landa. But I was not allowed to take 
any sample to inspect (because printing quality was so awful).

All the hype reminds me of Memjet: it took Memjet about 
FOUR YEARS to come out with a functional 42” wide-format 
printer, and even today Xante is reduced to offering printing 
mainly for rough surfaced pizza delivery boxes (which no pizza 
orderer inspects for print quality and they get thrown away 
immediately). 

Fortunately RTI, Xerox, Oce (Canon), and Gongzheng are 
intelligently showing their Memjet-powered printers at more 
expos (Xante barely exposes their printer any more). But now 
both HP and Canon each have new one-pass technology 
which will clobber Memjet unless the individual brands using 
Memjet are able to showcase their benefits very quickly. There 
are no FLAAR Reports on any Memjet printer since we need 
to have access to a print shop using them.

We hope that Nanography succeeds (and we hope Memjet 
succeeds). But look how long it took Indigo to become 
successful (you had to buy two to get one to be always 
functioning). So no hay problemo. Xante Memjet promised 
printers “next year” and it took over two years. Now 
Nanography is delayed (what a surprise). Hopefully the 
printers will be good enough by Drupa 2016 to at least allow 
people to inspect print samples!

But at least Benny Landa is now admitting there are delays. 
We hope these are the type of delays that can be overcome… 
in other words, we hope that the core technology (transferring 
the inkjet from ”ink ejectors” which are really just normal 
Kyocera printheads… onto a blanket) will actually function (as 
promised) out in the real world.

If this technology works, it may actually save several of the 
crumbling offset press manufacturers, such as Heidelberg.

It is notable that “some of the original signup companies have 
dropped out.” Hmmm, what do they know which the others 
have not yet caught on to?

But the CrystalJet failed, continuous inkjet 
systems failed (in most cases), Cationic ink 
did not fail technologically, but failed for lack of 
coordination. Epoxy ink has also not yet been 
successful. 

Lumocolor of Staedtler still exists but in effect it 
failed in the marketplace. Sepiax is still around 
(was very quietly in the Marabu booth at FESPA 
2014), but was turned down by every single wide-
format printer manufacturer in the world (at least 
Nanography has a billion-dollars worth of eager 
suitors).  However I will admit I hope Sepiax 
succeeds in the future. I like ink with potential for 
industrial applications, such as Sepiax.

But, like Memjet, Nanography (and Sepiax) is 
very helpful to the industry in general. And the 
presentation of Benny Landa at Drupa 2012 was 
definitely entertaining. He seems to be a pleasant 
and capable individual and definitely has great 
visions for technology.
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*All mini-titles are Hotlinks
*All mini-titles are Hotlinks

http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/175_SGI-Sign-Graphic-Imaging-Dubai-Middle-East-2014-uv-cured-printers-textile-inks-media-flatbed-cutters-prepare-for-exhibitor-list-2015.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/199_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-textile-inkjet-inks.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/210_ISA_2014_FLAAR-Reports_printers_inks_photographic_introduction.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/209_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR-report-wide-format-textile-printers.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/186_GoA_2014_expo_photo_essay_introduction_FLAAR_Reports.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/186_GoA_2014_expo_photo_essay_introduction_FLAAR_Reports.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/197_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-inkjet-inks.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/176_D-PES_2014_Chinese_Printers_FLAAR_Reports.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/178_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-aluminum-composite-media-substrate_.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/201_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR-Report-media-substrates-manufactures-distributors-exhibitor-list.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/198_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-LED-Illuminated-signage-LED-LCD.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/183_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-honeycomb-media-substrate.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/200_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-UV-cured-printers.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/185_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-solvent-printers.pdf
http://www.large-format-printers.org/comparative-reviews_evaluations_price_wide-format-inkjet-printers_UV-cured_solvent_textile_resin_latex-ink/180_APPPEXPO-2014-2013-Shanghai-FLAAR_Reports-CNC-flatbed-cutter.pdf


The present PDF is so that you can see general 
views of FESPA and to introduce you (below) to 
all the categories that FLAAR Reports covers.

There is a more comprehensive PDF, also free, 
just that this larger one, with more topics and 
more photos, needs you to “accept” that we send 

this to you.

SIMPLY CLICk On THE SUBSCRIBE BUTTOn, 
InDICATE WHERE WE SHOULD SEnD THE 

FULL EDITIOn, 
AnD YOU RECEIVE IT AT nO COST.

Once you click, here is what you will receive 

(Contents).

• Inkjet Printers, Signage Materials,

• After-market Inks 

• Benefits of attending a printer expo

• Summary and Conclusions

• on FESPA Digital 2014 München

• The HIGH SPEED wide-format expo:

• My favorite products exhibited:

• It helps when the photos in print samples are 

adequate resolution

• Most uninspiring technology display

• Best booth structure design

• Best Booth Wall Decoration

• Overhead booth logo display

• One of my favorite logos at FESPA 2014

• Real nicely designed booth accessory

• Excellent examples of Applications

• Innovative Printers

• UV-Cured Printers

• UV-Cured Printers: Industrial

• UV-Cured Printers: Normal Signage

• LED-cured UV can handle more substrates.

• UV-Cured Printers: Medium

• UV-Cured Printers Desktop Sized

• SUV

• Solvent Printers

• Sepiax Ink Printers

• Water-Based Printers

• Water-Based Memjet

• Label printers

• Flatbed cutters

• Sublimation onto 3D Objects

• T-Shirt Printers

• Being open and honest about what printheads 

your printer uses.

• Printheads in general

• Color Management

• RIP Software

• MIS Software

• Web to Print Software
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• Media, roll-to-roll

• Media & Substrates: Multi-dimensional

• After-market inks

• Laminators & Coaters

• Laminator Tables  (ROLLSROLLER and 

competitors)

• 3D Printers at FESPA

• Inkjet Applications: Giclee

• Inkjet Applications: Fine Art Photography

• Toner Printers & Desktop

• Trade Magazine booths

• My favorite trade magazines at FESPA

• Expo organizer Booths

• Distributors

• LED Signage

• Traditional Signage (Channel letters, etc)

• Attendence in General

• Lots of people from other countries this year

• Kudos to all the hard-working booth staff 

• who put together the booths

• Venue: Munchen expo center

• Venue: Munchen vs Hamburg vs Duesseldorf 

vs Berlin vs Koln

• Issues to resolve

• Nice features

• Helpful map

• Almost no screen printers whatsoever

• In general FESPA 2014 was well organized 

and well attended.

• BEnEFITS of an international expo compared 

with local expo

• Essentially everyone speaks English

• Comparing ISA with SGIA with Graph Expo

• Press Conferences and Evening Events

• Closing Observations

• Pride to be at FESPA

• If you want in even more depth, with more 

photos, and tabulations, you can ask to be 

invoiced for the higher level coverage, all the 

way up to TREnDs level 

15
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This report has not been licensed to any printer manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP 
company, media or ink company to distribute. So if you obtained this from any company, other than 
FLAAR itself, you have a pirated copy.

Also, since some reports are occasionally updated, if you got your version from somewhere else, it 
may be an obsolete edition. FLAAR reports are being updated all year long, and our comment on 
that product may have been revised positively or negatively as we learned more about the product 
form end users.

PLEASE NOTE
To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the complete report with nothing erased or changed, 
and hence a report with all the original description of pros and cons, please obtain your original and 
full report straight from www.large-format-printers.org or other web sites in our network such
 as www.wide-format-printers.net.

Your only assurance that you have a complete and authentic evaluation which describes all aspects 
of the product under consideration, benefits as well as deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly 
from FLAAR, via the various sites in our network.

Follow us
FLAAR_Reports

Nicholas Hellmuth

Free Subscription

www.large-format-printers.org
www.wide-format-printers.net
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/nicholas-hellmuth/11/888/5bb
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
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