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The Most UV printer brands of anywhere in the world

One of our main interests, to help distributors and manufacturers (and print shop owners and managers), is to 
keep track of which technologies are advancing, which are stagnate, and which are loosing ground.

For example, what about Memjet MEMS printers?

What about SUV? (solvent UV)?

Is UV rising, or is HP latex taking away sales?

We answer these questions in our special TRENDs level reports (which you can ask to be invoiced to Subscribe 
to), but in the present free FLAAR Reports introduction, we can provide lots of photos and tips.

For example, we can let the secret out: there were more UV-cured printer brands and models at APPPEXPO 2014 
than at any other printer or signage expo in the last fifteen years (perhaps this answers the question about HP 
latex ink), but definitely Chinese manufacturers are not worried about latex ink; (though yes, there is a Chinese 
latex ink and its printer, very different from the HP one, but only one brand), and if we compare there were over 
90 brands of UV-cured printers at APPPEXPO 2014.

We show all the brands and all the models in a separate report (in about three or four volumes!). There is not 
enough space to show everything here, so we show lots of samples.

It is essential to learn the different structures of UV-cured printers:

•	 Dedicated flatbed, 100% just for flat material
•	 Dedicated flatbeds with roll-to-roll

 · Flatbeds with roll-to-roll across the front (such as Oce and Fujifilm)
 · Flatbeds with roll at the front but then pulled over the top (SwissQprint, Agfa)

•	 Combo, with transport belt, so a combination of thick rigid material and roll-fed
•	 Hybrid, no transport belt; only pinch rollers on grit rollers
•	 Dedicated roll-to-roll

There is no systematic definition of the terms combo and hybrid. Most manufacturers use the word hybrid for 
the transport belt systems. But we prefer to define the structures systematically.

Hybrid UV-cured printers have their origin in old solvent printers which were jerry-rigged to make a cheap UV-
cured printer. By rolling up a table at the front and back, the factories hoped people would think these were 
acceptable as a flatbed printer. 10 years ago this system was featured by ColorSpan and became the #1 UV-
cured printer around the world.

But then HP bought ColorSpan and tried to continue using pinch rollers over grit rollers. But when sales reps 
claimed this kind of printer could really handle thick and rigid material the sales pitch backfired (since not all 
thick or rigid material works acceptably with pinch rollers).

So HP dropped this kind of cheap entry-level system and moved to a moving transport belt (today it is the HP 

Scitex FB500 and FB700).

More FLAAR Reports on UV Printers

Introduction

Learn more about UV Printers
at www.wide-format-printers.org

HP Scitex FB700 exhibited at APPPEXPO 2014

http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.org
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And one by one 80% of the Chinese manufacturers dropped these cheap entry-level UV-cured printers as well. 
Only Neolt continued to focus exclusively on using pinch rollers and grit rollers. About two years ago Neolt went 
into the Italian equivalent of bankruptcy or comparable reorganization and at a recent expo their booth was a 
sad 3 meters by 3 meters in size (six years ago it would have been 30 meters by 30 meters in size!).

In other words, trying to claim that pinch rollers over grit rollers is a “flatbed UV-cured printer” has not been 
successful.  Pinch rollers over grit rollers works acceptably for roll-to-roll at 1.6m, 1.8m, and two meter widths. 
But it is best to keep pinch roller/grit roller systems focused on handling roll-to-roll media.

In a separate TRENDs level FLAAR Report we categorize all 205 individual models into what structure they are to 
show how the market is evolving.  But for the present free download (the PDF you are reading now), we hope 
it helps to be told about all the different structures, and the downsides of pinch rollers for handling heavy or 
slippery thick material. A few materials can be handled acceptably, which is why hybrid printers were popular 
ten years ago. But today over 80% of the Chinese factories produce dedicated true flatbed printers (and no 
longer try to jerry-rig an old solvent printer into a pseudo-flatbed UV-cured printer).

Combo transport belt printers

Durst and efi VUTEk are the major brands which focus on using transport belts to create printers which can 
handle both roll-to-roll and also thick and rigid materials. But they use professional quality transport belts, and 
of a size which is big enough to handle full-scale signage as well as industrial applications.

Since APPPEXPO has been increasingly international, brands such as Durst, efi, and SwissQprint now exhibit 
here in Shanghai at APPPEXPO. This is why, since last year, APPPEXPO has far surpassed Drupa as “the printer 
expo” for world-class opportunity. Ironic that APPPEXPO exhibited in the expo center owned by part by Messe 
Duesseldorf, the owner of Drupa.

For 2015 APPPEXPO is moving out of the Drupa-owned expo center in Shanghai, and is moving to a new 
location. The Messe Duesseldorf location in Shanghai was not able to provide adequate air-conditioning in past 
years.

What printer expos to attend in 2015?

This is an easy decision for learning about UV-cured printers. APPPEXPO 2014 had more UV-cured brands and 
models than every other printer and signage expo in the entire world.

Obviously every expo PR company claims they are biggest and best. But none of them dare actually provide 
statistics. They simply bloat the PR releases with wishful thinking.

We at FLAAR Reports actually count every printer at every expo. We then classify which printer uses which 
kind of ink, etc. Since we document all the brands of UV printers in all USA expos, all European expos, all Latin 
American expos, we know no other event can be compared with APPPEXPO.

efi vUTEk GS2000 LX Pro combo transport belt printer APPPEXPO 2014 halls
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We still like to attend GOA, ISA and SGIA in the USA. But if you need to learn about UV-cured printers, these pale 
in comparison with what you will experience at APPPEXPO 2015. This is why we recommend attending at least 
two, and preferably three expos each year:

•	 The expo in your home country (so you can know your local distributors)
•	 And APPPEXPO in Shanghai
•	 And, the one large expo in EU (if you live in that part of the world; this would be FESPA in Germany)

Plus, here at APPPEXPO you will learn who really makes which brands!  This may be a shock to actually see and 
understand which brands are “rebranded” and which actually come from a known factory.

Agfa

Allwin

Contact info for APPPEXPO

Their web site is: www.apppexpo.com/2/EN/article/2393

Telephone: +86-21-63288899
Fax: +86-21-63749188

If you wish to exhibit here, check out their web site for the appropriate person.

If you find 90 brands and 205 printer models hard to handle, there’s no problem, simply ask Dr Nicholas and his 
team to walk-the-aisles with you, in-person. He can explain each brand and all the ins-and-outs of the printer 
industry. Contact us at FrontDesk@FLAAR.org to ask for an appointment to meet Dr Nicholas in person at the 
expo 2015, and to have him take you booth to booth. Naturally there is a service fee for his time, so feel free to 
ask for price rates.

Remember

APPPEXPO 2015 is in March, not in July any more. So the weather will be less hot.

APPPEXPO 2015 is in a different expo center location, so be sure to select a different hotel, as it is no 
longer across the street from the three prominent hotels of past years.

http://www.apppexpo.com/2/EN/article/2393
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Cheng Feng De

Colorjet DGI

Colortop
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Efi
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Fei Yung

Fujifilm

Flora Gateway

Icontek

Golden Laser

HandTop
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Maglev

Jetbest JHF KINGT
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LocorMade in LiyuLDP

Maxcan MeiTu
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Mimaki Phaeton / Galaxy

SkyColor SkyJetRolandRodin
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Smart

Taiwan Ultrastar

Titan-jet
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WaLinDa

Wonder

Wit-Color Xenons

Xeda
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ZhongyeXutu

Xuli
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PLeASe NoTe
This report has been licensed to Shanghai Modern International 

Exhibition Co., to distribute, since they are the organizers of APPPEXPO 

(Advertising, Print, Pack & Paper Expo), Shanghai. But this report has not 

been licensed to any printer manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, 

RIP company, media or ink company to distribute. So if you obtained this 

from any company, other than APPPEXPO, you have a pirated copy.

Also, since some reports are occasionally updated, if you got your version 

from somewhere else, it may be an obsolete edition. FLAAR reports are 

being updated all year long, and our comment on that product may have 

been revised positively or negatively as we learned more about the 

product form end users.

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the complete report with 

nothing erased or changed, and hence a report with all the original 

description of pros and cons, please obtain your original and full report 

straight from www.large-format-printers.org or other web sites in 

our network such as www.wide-format-printers.net.

Your only assurance that you have a complete and authentic evaluation 

which describes all aspects of the product under consideration, benefits 

as well as deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly from FLAAR, via 

the various sites in our network.
Copyright 2014

Complete FLAAR Reports

Click here to purchase

If your company has your own Subscription then you would 

receive these FLAAR Reports more quickly.

Plus, if your company has a Subscription, you get additional 

details, in-person, at any and all printer expos where Dr 

Nicholas is attending.

FLAAR visits the booth of every Subscribing company and 

provides additional details, in-person.

To obtain a Subscription write to FrontDesk@FLAAR.org.

FLAAR Reports
more reports at

www.wide-format-printers.net

3D Rapid
Prototyping Printers

Photo essay
available for FREE

www.apppexpo.com
www.chinamie.com

More about the exhibitions at:

Follow us

Free Subscription

Nicholas Hellmuth

FLAAR_Reports

FLAAR.Reports

Four options to keep in touch with news from FLAAR Reports.

http://www.large-format-printers.org
http://www.wide-format-printers.net
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
http://www.wide-format-printers.net/uv-cured-flatbed-wide-format-inkjet-printer-trends-statistics/UV-curable-flatbed-printer-consulting-market-trend-strategy-planning-analysis_competitive-intelligence.php
mailto:FrontDesk%40FLAAR.org.?subject=Subscription
http://www.wide-format-printers.net
http://www.large-format-printers.org/largeformat-downloadpage/freepdfreports.php
http://www.large-format-printers.org/largeformat-downloadpage/freepdfreports.php
www.apppexpo.com%20
www.chinamie.com
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/nicholas-hellmuth/11/888/5bb
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/nicholas-hellmuth/11/888/5bb
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
https://www.facebook.com/FLAAR.Reports
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
https://www.facebook.com/FLAAR.Reports
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FREE photo essays

Coming soon at www.large-format-printers.org
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