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After-market 
Inkjet Inks

After-market inkjet inks is a good business around the 
world. For many kinds of basic ink, there are plenty of 
companies around the world which can produce ink 
just as good as the original.

Yes, it is understandable that manufacturers prefer 
people use their own original ink. But in the USA it is 
illegal to prohibit a user from using after-market ink 
or toner. Besides there are well known instances, doc-
umented around the world, of original ink for a major 
brand of printer which had a “bad batch.”

What is important is when an ink that you buy is a 
“bad batch,” that the distributor or ink manufacturer 
replace this ink at no cost.

There is the other even better known history of a com-
pany adding a their own ink when they rebranded a 
printer. And the new OEM ink was so unpopular with 
end-users that print shops preferred to switch back to 
another ink. So “original ink” is no guarantee whatso-
ever that it is good, much less perfect (the first gen-
erations of eco-solvent ink a decade ago are the best 
documented instances of official original ink which 
was just plain awful).

On the other side of the coin, yes, there is third-party 
ink which is cheap junk: solvent ink for $10 a liter may 
provide color for one-month-per-dollar (so your ban-
ners and billboards lose their color after ten months).

I have fine art giclee photographs printed with official 
HP ink and official ColorSpan ink that have lasted over 
10 years in the sun of tropical Guatemala. These giclee 
prints are not outside but plenty of sunlight comes in 
the windows. So yes, a good OEM ink can definitely be 
better than low bid third-party ink.
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Alphachem

www.alphachem.net

Aomya

www.aomya.com.cn

Another reason why you can’t just say “OEM ink is 
automatically better than after-market ink” is be-
cause most OEM ink is made by the same compa-
nies who also make after-market ink! Hardly any 
printer factories have their own ink factory; the 
printer factories are buying ink on the open mar-
ket. Obviously they are providing the ink factory 
with the specs of what kind of ink they prefer.

But, there are plenty of capable ink companies 
with years of experience making good ink. Be-
sides, if your outside banners of billboards only 
need to be used during a trade show, you don’t 
need even 10 months of outside longevity.

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type UV-LED
Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle
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Apollo

www.apolloink.net

Chromoink

www.chromoink.com

Bemajet

www.bemajet.com

Environment Uses Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
Solvent Eco-Solvent

UV Dye Sublimation

Printhead
XAAR Epson

Konica M. Seiko
Substrate Flexible
Container Bottle

3
APPPEXPO 
2016

Inkjet 
INK

www.apolloink.net
www.chromoink.com
www.bemajet.com


Enkle Ink 

en.enkle.com

Digitex

www.digitex.hk

Environment Uses Indoor Outdoor
Ink Type UV Solvent

Printhead
Spectra Konica M.
XAAR Seiko

Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle Bag

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
Solvent Eco-Solvent

Waterbased Dye Sublimation
Textile Dye Reactive Dye

Printhead Epson Ricoh
Substrate Flexible
Container Bottle Cartridge
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Hongsam

www.ink4you.com

Ink Eco 

www.inkeco.kr

Ink T. S 
www.inktotalsolutions.com

We have been to their factory and to their 
demo room in Shanghai several times. It 
would be nice to return to see their new ink 
products.

Environment Uses Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type

UV-LED Solvent
Eco-Solvent Acid Dye

Dye Sublimation Reactive Dye
Waterbased Pigment

Printhead
Spectra Epson
Kyocera Ricoh

Konica M. HP
Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle Cartridge
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Inkbank

www.inkbank.com.cn

InkTec

www.inktec.com

Dr. Nicholas has been to the impressive InkTec factory in Korea. We would enjoy 
returning.

At which printer or signage expos do you find lots of 
options for ink?

•	 ISA 2016 had 15 ink booths.
•	 SGIA 2015 had 22 ink booths.
•	 FESPA 2015 in Germany had 36 ink booths.
•	 APPPEXPO 2016 had 46 companies exhibiting ink.

So now you can understand why five of us from FLAAR 
will be flying to Shanghai in March 2017.

An additional advantage of the ink booths at APPPEXPO 
is that in most cases these are the factories that actually 
make the ink. So you can meet the CEO, president, top 
managers. And in some cases the ink chemists.

Another reason why we at FLAAR go to APPPEXPO to 
study ink is that distributors and print shop owners 
around the world ask for our suggestions of what ink 
brands they should consider. For us to recognize the 
good brands, we visit the factory, and also we visit a 
print shop using the ink out in the real world. With our 
experience we can then know whether this is a good ink.

For 2016 we look forward to visiting the ink factory of 
TRENDVISION. Their key corporate people visited our 
FLAAR booth at ISA to introduce themselves.

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
UV Solvent

Waterbased Dye Sublimation

Printhead
HP Epson

XAAR
Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle Cartridge
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Jetbest 

www.jetbest.com

Limei Jetink  
www.lmink.com

Dr. Nicholas has been to the Jetbest factory in Taiwan, but many 
years ago. It would be nice to return to see all that is new.

Limei Jetink had an enthusiastic team in their booth. We enjoyed visiting their 
booth.

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type

Solvent Eco-Solvent
Waterbased UV-LED

Latex Reactive Dye
Dye Sublimation Ceramic

Metallic

Printhead
Seiko Epson

Konica M.
Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle Cartridge

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type Solvent Waterbased

Printhead

Seiko Epson
Spectra Novajet
XAAR HP

Konica M.
Substrate Flexible Rigid
Container Bottle Cartridge
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Nazdar  
www.nazdar.com

Redgiant    

www.redgiant.co.kr

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
Solvent Eco-Solvent

Waterbased
Printhead Epson HP
Substrate Flexible
Container Bottle Cartridge
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Tech Med 
www.techmedink.com

Sam Ink    

www.sam-ink.com

Saven
www.jetcmyk.com

We have been to the nice Sam Ink factory three times and are scheduled to 
fly again to Singapore later this year.

Environment 
Uses

Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
Solvent Eco-Solvent

Latex Pigment
Disperse Dye

Printhead
Epson HP

Seiko
Substrate Flexible
Container Bottle Cartridge
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TRENDVISION 

www.tvtgroup.net

Later this summer or autumn, a FLAAR 
team will be visiting the headquarters and 
factory of TRENDVISION ink company.

Environment Uses Indoor Outdoor

Ink Type
Eco-Solvent Pigment

Dye Sublimation UV LED
Printhead Epson Canon HP
Substrate Flexible

Container
Bottle Bag

Cartridge
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UVink 

www.uvink.com.cn

Weixin Digital 
www.colourinkjetink.com
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We look forward to seeing you at APPPEXPO 2017

If you skipped APPPEXPO 2016 because of Drupa or FESPA, it is essential to return to APPPEXPO in 2017.

March 8, 9, 10, and 11, 2017

www.apppexpo.com/index/2/en

Venue

National Exhibition and Convention Center (Shanghai)
No.333 Songze Avenue, Qingpu District, Shanghai, P.R.China

Many other expos have product categories splattered around in different halls. At APPPEXPO most of the ink 
booths are in Hall 4.1 and 3.1 (which are obviously next to each other). And Hall 4.1 is near the huge wide-
format inkjet printer hall, 5.1. In Hall 5.1 there are 11 ink companies.

So all the ink booths are in three consecutive halls.
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Copyright 2016

This report has been licensed to Shanghai Modern 
International Exhibition Co., to distribute, since 
they are the organizers of APPPEXPO (Advertising, 
Print, Pack & Paper Expo), Shanghai. But this report 
has not been licensed to any printer manufacturer, 
distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP company, media 
or ink company to distribute. So if you obtained 
this from any company, other than APPPEXPO, you 
have a pirated copy.

Also, since some reports are occasionally updat-
ed, if you got your version from somewhere else, 
it may be an obsolete edition. FLAAR Reports are 
being updated all year long, and our comment on 
that product may have been revised positively or 
negatively as we learned more about the product 
form end users.

PLEASE NOTE

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the 
complete report with nothing erased or changed, 
and hence a report with all the original description 
of pros and cons, please obtain your original and 
full report straight from www.large-format-print-
ers.org
 or other web sites in our network such as www.
wide-format-printers.NET.

Your only assurance that you have a complete and 
authentic evaluation which describes all aspects of 
the product under consideration, benefits as well 
as deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly 
from FLAAR, via the various sites in our network.

Free Subscription
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www.large-format-printers.org
www.large-format-printers.org
www.wide-format-printers.NET
www.wide-format-printers.NET
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
https://www.linkedin.czom/company/flaar-reports-
https://www.linkedin.com/company/flaar-reports-
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FLAAR.Reports
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