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TRENDVISION Eco-Solvent Inkjet Ink
In the early 2000 emerged the Eco-Solvent ink for inkjet printers. This Eco-Solvent ink was to replace 
Lite-solvent (also called mild-solvent). The eco-solvent inks were developed in response to an indus-
try demand for more operator and customer-friendly inks than the original “strong” or “aggressive” 
solvent inks.

Two evaluators from FLAAR Reports had the opportunity to visit TRENDVISION headquarters in Zhu-
hai, China for a full day visit. Plus we had meetings with the TRENDVISION team the evening before 
the factory visit. During this visit we had free access to all the factory and to the demo rooms where 
we could observe the testing of Eco-Solvent ink on different substrates.

Pablo M. Lee (FLAAR Reports ink evaluation manager), Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth (FLAAR Reports founder and President) and 
Lim Kheng Tee (TRENDVISION President) at TRENDVISION factory and office.
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TRENDVISION Technology was established at 
Zhuhai, China in 2004 with the primary mis-
sion of manufacturing inkjet ink, developing 
improved ink chemistries, acquiring high effi-
ciency in manufacturing and rigorous manag-
ing processes with excellent services. This ink 
chemistry and production technology compa-
ny in southern China offers a wide variety of ink 
products compatible with desktop inkjet print-
ers, and especially wide format digital print-
ers (eco-solvent, textile and UV-LED ink). For 
desktop inkjet printers this is one of the largest 
and most complete ink factories we have seen 
so far anywhere in the world. TRENDVISION 
makes inks for every brand and model of desk-
top printers (for home and for office) that we 
can imagine.
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Pablo M. Lee (FLAAR Reports), Lim Kheng Tee (TRENDVISION President) and Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth (FLAAR Reports) during 
TRENDVISION factory visit.

Pablo M. Lee, FLAAR Reports inks specialist during TRENDVI-
SION factory visit. 2016

Lim Kheng Tee (TRENDVISION President) and Dr. Nicholas 
Hellmuth, (FLAAR Reports) during TRENDVISION factory visit.
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As you can see on this and following pages, the ink company granted us access to the entire factory.
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We have been to ink companies world head-
quarters and factories in Germany, Switzerland, 
USA, Singapore, China, Taiwan, and Korea. So 
we have a bit of experience. What counts is not 
only the size of the factory (in other countries 
we have visited small factories which focus on 
one or two kinds of inks that do an excellent 
job). What counts is the dedication to pro-
ducing good ink quality. Plus we have been to 
gigantic factories (in Germany we were in Build-
ing 60-something; in other words, 60+ buildings 
at this single location for a single ink chemical 
company).
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The whole process of research, development and manufacturing of the ink 
is carried under strict quality control. In an environment with controlled 
light (with a special light frequencies) to prevent the components in the 
formula to react to the normal lighting conditions.
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The R&D department has a very capable team, 
which is also working on the development of 
new products.
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Eco-Solvent ink allows printing in enclosed spaces, 
without running the risk of the print technician inhaling 
fumes as dangerous as those of full-strength traditional 
solvent ink of ten years ago. 
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Every ink company in the world, even big name 
brands in Japan and Europe, sooner or later have one 
“bad batch” of ink (caused by severe changes in local 
weather (heat and humidity) or caused by one of the 
chemical ingredients having a glitch). So what is im-
portant is that the factory maintains samples of every 
single batch, so the source of the issue can be un-
derstood, and corrected. We were frankly pleasantly 
surprised to see literally, warehouses of ink samples of 
so many good batches, just in case one batch needed 
to be re-tested in the future.
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Prior to shipment, TRENDVISION’s quality 
control team performs rigorous testing 
to ensure that the product meets the 
company’s high standards.
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Strong Solvent vs. Eco-Solvent
Strong solvents have a high content of VOCs (volatile organic compounds) which require ventilation 
and extraction to protect the printer operators, and many of them retain a distinctive lingering smell 
on the PVC or other substrate, which makes the images unsuitable for indoor, use where people will 
be close enough to the signs to notice the smell.

Eco-solvent inks by contrast have a relatively low VOC content and are even usable in a studio and of-
fice environments as long as there is adequate ventilation. They have little odour so they can normally 
be used with indoor graphics and signage. They chemicals don’t attack the inkjet nozzles and com-
ponents as aggressively as strong solvents, so they don’t need such constant cleaning (though some 
printhead brands have issues with almost any and all ink).

Eco-Solvent 
Inkjet Ink

13



Eco-Solvent inks are great 
for POS/POP, banner, vinyl, 
wall graphics, trade show 
graphics, window perforat-
ed, treated papers and some 
fabrics that have an inkjet 
receptive coating.
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Pablo M. Lee (FLAAR Reports ink evaluation manager), Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth (FLAAR Reports founder and President) and  Lim 
Kheng Tee (TRENDVISION President) at TRENDVISION factory and office.

What counts, in addition to the ink chemistry, is the dedication and focus of the president, CEO, and 
managers to produce a good ink to help distributors, print shops, and OEM printer manufacturers to 
have a good product at a reasonable and viable cost.

We also take note of which companies avoid fostering misleading PR releases; PR claims by PR agen-
cies are often the most revealing about problems and issues of an ink and the company. Greenwashing 
is one of the most obvious of misleading claims of an ink company (and decorating their booth with 
plastic flowers and floor covering of fake grass). 

Visiting a factory is a good way for us at FLAAR Reports to better understand the capabilities, experi-
ence, and dedication of a company. We also learn a lot when we visit print shops that are using inkjet 
printer and toner printer products.

Contact information for TRENDVISION

If you are a textile printer manufacturer and seek reliable ink at a reasonable price…

If you are a major distributor and wish to have a good textile ink at a fair price (which you can reliable 
under your own brand name)…

If you are a substantial printing company for textiles and would like to switch to TRENDVISION textile 
inks…

    Contact info is:
Lim Kheng Tee

Director
TRENDVISION Group
ktlim@trendvision.cn
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Copyright 2016

This report has been licensed to TRENDVISION 
Technology. But this report has not been licensed 
to any other printer manufacturer, distributor, deal-
er, sales rep, RIP company, media or ink company to 
distribute. So if you obtained this from any compa-
ny, other than TRENDVISION Technology or FLAAR 
Reports, you have a pirated copy.

Also, since some reports are occasionally updated, 
if you got your version from somewhere else, it may 
be an obsolete edition. FLAAR Reports are being 
updated all year long, and our comments on that 
product may have been revised positively or nega-
tively as we learned more about the product form 
end users.

PLEASE NOTE

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the 
complete report with nothing erased or changed, 
and hence a report with all the original description 
of pros and cons, please obtain your original and 
full report straight from www.large-format-printers.
org or other web sites in our network such as www.
wide-format-printers.NET.

Your only assurance that you have a complete and 
authentic evaluation which describes all aspects of 
the product under consideration, benefits as well as 
deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly from 
FLAAR, via the various sites in our network.

Free Subscription
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