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INTRODUCTION
Worthwhile Attending and Exhibiting at APPPEXPO 2017 
due to Printer Spectrum Coverage: UV, textile, solvent, latex, etc.

2017 is a new year.

Lots of new inks coming.

New models of printers with improved printheads.

Printhead brand and model are key to good operation of a printer. So it really helps to learn about 
printheads. We (FLAAR Reports) will be doing lots of projects on printheads during 2017, so we can 
assist distributors, printshop owners (and also printer manufacturers) to see the pros and cons of 
each printhead technology.

General view APPPEXPO 2016
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WATER-BASED PRINTERS

HP, Canon, and Epson are the primary manufacturers of water-based printers. You can also expect 
a few Chinese brands. I can remember the years when Roland, Mutoh, and Mimaki (and ColorSpan 
and Encad) also had popular water-based printers.

But times change. The future for million-dollar industrial printers is in water-based ink chemistry, but 
these inks are still being developed. Today UV-cured, solvent, and one brand of latex printers are 
what are used for signage.

For printing on ceramic tiles and glass, two related kinds of inorganic pigmented inks are used 
(“ceramic frit inks”). These you experience at Tecnargilla (ceramic tile expo) and at Glasstec (glass 
expo) every two years, so not until 2018. Now, in March 2017 at APPPEXPO, you can see and 
experience the use of UV-curing inks for architectural materials (if you learn about pre-treatment and 
post-printing treatment). 

So for now, the focus of all signage and advertising printer expos is textile inks, solvent inks, and 
UV-curable inks. Latex inks also exist, but only one brand.

ADDTOP SE1622 water based printer at APPPEXPO 2016
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SOLVENT PRINTERS
Solvent-UV ink from Mimaki was my favorite, but this printer has been noticeably absent from Mimaki 
booths for about two years now. Maybe they can get a water-based UV curing ink to work (this is 
the goal of several other brands, for industrial printing applications).
Some printers are based on low-price only. Other brands and models are based on speed and 
sophisticated moving of diverse signage materials. It is interesting to learn the different functions that 
each printer has, plus it was a great experience to talk to the technicians about each printer and 
what applications it has in real-life projects.

But in the meantime, you can find
     • Eco-solvent
     • Lite- and mild-solvent (lite- and mild- mean the same in English)
     • Full solvent printers are still manufactured in China and still used in many countries around the
        world. 

All of these solvent printers you can inspect and learn about at APPPEXPO 2017 in Shanghai.

Solvent printers come in sizes from 1.6m through 3.2.m. 5-meter solvent printers have generally been 
replaced by 5-meter UV-curable ink printers. But at entry level (1.6, 1.8, 2.x meters) there are still 
plenty of solvent printer brands and models to chose from if you attend APPPEXPO 2016. 

Audley S3000-X5 Solvent printer at APPPEXPO 2016
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LATEX PRINTERS

Several other brands have tried to produce latex printers but the Chinese brand dropped out of latex 
ink already about two years ago. Mimaki has not exhibited their latex printer for about two years 
but we hope they will put as much R&D and innovation as HP.

HP has spent tons of money encouraging people to use HP latex printers for wall covering and other 
wall decoration material.

One downside of latex ink is that after-market latex ink has not been fully successful. There is a new 
HP recipe every two years, plus understandably HP puts codes on the ink cartridges. We just had a 
sad story from a print shop owner in Belize, Central America, who told us his disaster when he tried 
after-market latex ink. When he returned back to using HP ink, most of the problems went away.

HP Latex 360 at APPPEXPO 2016
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TEXTILE PRINTERS

Here at APPPEXPO you can find primarily direct-to-fabric printers (disperse dye ink, with a heat 
transfer system below or in front of the printer). You can also find printers with dye sublimation 
inks for printing on transfer paper. Then you transfer the image onto polyester with a calendering 
machine by applying both heat and pressure.

Reactive dye and acid dye printers are primarily at mid-range and high-end printers. Entry-level and 
mid-range are for sublimation inks.

Pigmented ink is a continuing trend, due to the fact that you don’t need to wash or dry the media 
after printing, only aply heat. These printers are at all sizes and shapes: entry level, mid-range, high–
end, t-shirt size and even single-pass. 

High-end textile printers tend to be 1.8m width; some are 3.2m wide, and there is only one 5-meter 
width printer from Durst since most printable materials are limited to 3.2m width. And transfer paper 
is easier to handle at 1.6, 1.8, 2.x, and 3.2m widths.

Century Star CS 1600 textile printer at APPPEXPO 2016
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T-shirt printers come in many sizes:

     • Single shirt, desktop style printer
     • double-shirt, desktop style printer
     • Multiple T-shirts, can either be a modified wide-format printer or a printer designed to handle
        many t-shirt plates
     • Most t-shirt printers come with different interchangeable platens so you can choose if you want
        to print t-shirts, shoes, bags or any other fabric-made object.

Some T-shirts are printed with pigment ink. Best to pre-treat the shirt material before printing. And 
best to heat press after printing.

Other T-shirts are printed via transfer paper, or direct-to-fabric.

Obviously mass-produced T-shirt designs are printed with silk-screen press. Nowadays you can 
include an inkjet printer module in-line.

Maria Renee Ayau is the textile ink, printer, and workflow expert at FLAAR reports. She will definitely 
be at APPPEXPO 2017.

Brother GT-3 series T-Shirt printer at APPPEXPO 2016
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UV-CURING PRINTERS

Here is why APPPEXPO is the largest printer expo in the world. With over 100 brands and more 
than 280 printer models for UV-Curing, APPPEXPO is the trade show you need to be. We at FLAAR 
Reports expect more than 300 printers in 2017, since they have been increasing our lists for over the 
years. Several booths had several printers of an identical model. So we count only one model (some 
had up to three of same model). But in “total printer count” we count every UV-curing printer that 
we found. So total count is a larger number than the number of models.

Leading our lists for the most popular printhead brands at APPPEXPO 2016 for UV-Curing printers 
is Ricoh with a total of 74 models, right behind it Konica Minolta with 65 printers models, and third 
it was Epson with a total of 54 models, other variety of printheads brands were used by the printers 
such as Seiko, Toshiba Tec, Kyocera, Fujifilm Dimatix Spectra, XAAR and Quadro Array. Low-end 
printer brands and models use Epson but more and more Chinese brands are switching to the entry-
level Ricoh head (GH2220). A few entry-level Chinese brands are even switching to Ricoh Gen-series 
heads or Konica Minolta heads. Toshiba Tec heads continue to have problems with dust in a print 
shop, both with Oce and Mimaki printers. Oce even gives print shops an air purifier from Island 
Clean Air! One of the most used feeding mechanisms used by the large format industry market is the 
Dedicated Flatbed, in 2016 we at FLAAR Reports were able to indentify a total of 124 printers; a 
total of 101 printers were managing a Roll-to-Roll feeding mechanisms, and 27 were using a Combo 
Transport Belt, a printer which moves media with a conveyor belt, usually in the brochures most 
companies give the structure a name call a “hybrid printer”, but we reserve hybrid as a name for 
pinch-roller over grit roller.
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APPPEXPO is essential for printshop owners.

APPPEXPO is the single most useful printer expo for distributors to attend

And of course if you are a manufacturer (of printers, inks, media, signage materials, cutters, 
engravers, etc.) you should exhibit.

Also remember that it is really helpful to have air purification (cleaning the air) in your printshop.

ICA, Island Clean Air is the brand we know for over a decade. We even have one of these air-
cleaning systems in our USA office and look forward to adding one to our office in Guatemala City 

in 2017.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 
FOR PRINTSHOP OWNERS

General view APPPEXPO 2016
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LOTS OF DIFFERENT INKJET PRINTER 
AND SIGNAGE EXPOS IN CHINA

There are many significant printer trade shows in China. Plus several really large trade shows for LED 
and LCD dynamic digital signage. In the last three years there have been significant changes.

We attended All-in-Print 2016. Nice expo for offset printers, office printers, printers for mass-mailing, 
etc. (like Graphics of the Americas used to be in past years; and like Graph Expo is in Chicago (and 
attempts at being in Orlando).

But All-in-Print 2016 had about five brands of UV-cured printers on exhibit.
APPPEXPO 2016 had about 100+ brands on exhibit (and that’s just UV-cured; there were also tons 
of textile printers and solvent printers at APPPEXPO).

ShanghaiTex (for single-pass textile printers) and ITMA Asia (for textile printers) are good for the big 
expensive systems. But at APPPEXPO you have more brands at entry-level and more textile printer 
brands at mid-range (RTZ Flora has good textile printers significantly more sophisticated than just 
entry-level). We also look forward to seeing well-engineered textile printers from JHF (Vista and JHF 
Leopard) and other brands.

General view All-in-Print 2016 General view ITMA Asia + CITME 2016
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SIX OF US FROM FLAAR REPORTS 
WILL ATTEND APPPEXPO 2017

This March, in the impressive, sophisticated city of Shanghai, you can look forward to an impressive 
diversity of Inkjet Printers

Of every size and shape

Of every and all key brands

At every price level: entry-level to sophisticated printers from efi VUTEk, Durst, and Swissqprint.

We have attended APPPEXPO for about seven years, so we know the expo inside out. We have also 
attended lots and lots of other nice Chinese expos also in Shanghai and expos in Guangzhou and 
Beijing. So we know why we send SIX of the FLAAR Reports team to APPPEXPO.

FLAAR Reports team at APPPEXPO 2016

THE FLAAR REPORTS TEAM FOR APPPEXPO 2017

Dr. Nicholas Hellmuth Especially UV printers, but also inks, printable substrates, and the 
trends in textile printing.

Pablo M. Lee Inks in general, cutters, media and substrates.

Maria Renee Ayau Textile printer, inks, fabrics, transfer paper and finishing equipment for 
textiles.

Andres Morataya UV-Curing printers.
Marcelo Girón Solvent printers

Flor de Maria Setina 3D printers
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CONCLUDING INFORMATION

Pudong International
Airport

Shanghai New 
International Expo 
Center

National Exhibition 
and Convention 
Center 

National Exhibition and Convention Center (NECC):
No.333 Songze Avenue, Qingpu District, Shanghai, 
P.R.China 

Shanghai New International Expo Center
2345 Longyang Rd, ShiJi GongYuan, Pudong 
Xinqu, Shanghai Shi, China, 201204

Hongqiao 
International
Airport

APPPEXPO is the abbreviation that we know this expo as: International Ad Print, Pack, Paper Expo.

25th Shanghai International Ad & Sign Technology & Equipment Exhibition

NECC, the new expo center in Shanghai, near Hongqiao Airport 
NECC = National Exhibition and Convention Center

9, 10, 11, and 12 March 2017

You can also fly into Pudong Airport and take Metro (Line 2, East Xujing Station) or cab to your hotel 
near Hongqiao Airport.

NECC is served by the Shanghai Metro system and several hotels have daily shuttles during the four-
day expo period.
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This report has been licensed to Shanghai Modern International Exhibition Co., to distribute, since they are 
the organizers of APPPEXPO (Advertising, Print, Pack & Paper Expo), Shanghai. But this report has not been 
licensed to any printer manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP company, media or ink company to 
distribute. So if you obtained this from any company, other than APPPEXPO, you have a pirated copy.

Also, since some reports are occasionally updated, if you got your version from somewhere else, it may be an 
obsolete edition. FLAAR reports are being updated all year long, and our comment on that product may have 
been revised positively or negatively as we learned more about the product form end users.

PLEASE NOTE

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the complete report with nothing erased or changed, and hence 
a report with all the original description of pros and cons, please obtain your original and full report straight 
from www.large-format-printers.org or other web sites in our network such as www.wide-format-printers.net. 
Your only assurance that you have a complete and authentic evaluation which describes all aspects of the 
product under consideration, benefits as well as deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly from FLAAR, 
via the various sites in our network.

Copyright 2016

General view from the National Exhibition and Convention Center (NECC)

http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/flaar-reports-
https://twitter.com/FLAAR_Reports
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfnwsAsncBLfnudyNGlPiAg
https://www.facebook.com/FLAAR.Reports/
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